COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS for ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS & LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE, AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS

Student Sample: Grade 9, Informative/Explanatory

This short constructed response was prompted by the following test question: “Explain how civil
disobedience was used in the struggle for India’s independence.” The student had only a portion of a
class period to write the response.

Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law. Gandhi led India to independence by using civil
disobedience and non-violent resistance. His motto was, “will not fight, will not comply.” One of Gandhi’s
first acts of civil disobedience was when he refused to move to 3™ class on the train. He bought a 1t
class ticket but they wouldn’t let him sit there. He then got kicked off the train. This is just one example
of Gandhi’s enforcement of non-violent resistance. He has done many things from refusing to get off
the sidewalk to being beaten for burning his pass. He figured that if he died, it would be for the right
reasons. He said, “They can have my body, nhot my obedience.” Eventually he got all of India going
against Britain’s unjust laws. While it took the people of India longer to realize, Gandhi proved that civil
disobedience and non-violent resistance can be a more effective way of fighting back. Britain finally let
India have its independence.

Annotation

The writer of this piece
* introduces the topic.
o Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law.

e organizes complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and
distinctions.

o The writer presents examples to illustrate civil disobedience and nonviolent resistance.

e develops the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.

o Details:...39class on the train ... I* class ticket . ..

o Quotations: His motto was, “will not fight, will not comply”. .. He said, “They can have
my body, not my obedience.”

o Examples: One of Gandhi’s first acts of civil disobedience was when he refused to move
to 3 class on the train . .. He has done many things from refusing to get off the sidewalk
to being beaten for burning his pass.

e uses appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion,
and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

o ... Thisisjust one example ... Eventually ... While it took the people of India longer to
realize, Gandhi . ..

* uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

o Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law. . .. While it took the people
longer to realize, Gandhi proved that civil disobedience and non-violent resistance can
be a more effective way of fighting back.

¢ establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone (although there are some lapses
into overy colloquial language, such as kicked off and figured).

o Civil disobedience is the refusal to follow an unjust law.

¢ provides a concluding statement that follows from and supports the information or explanation
presented.

o Eventually he got all of India going against Britain’s unjust laws. . . . Britain finally let India
have its independence.
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¢ demonstrates good command of the conventions of standard written English (with occasional
errors that do not interfere materially with the underlying message).
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